THE DAWN OF LIBERATION

AXIS AGENTS IN EIRE

Asked what action would be taken on the refusal of Eire to remove Axis represen-
tatives at the request of America, the Prime Minister said on March 14 :

The initiative in this matter was taken by the United States, because
of the danger to the American armed forces from the presence of Axis
missions in Dublin. His Majesty's Government were however, of
course, consulted throughout by the United States Government, and
gave the American approach full support. We have for some time
past taken a number of measures to minimize the dangers arising from
the substantial disservice to the Allied cause involved in the retention
by Mr. de Valera's Government of the German Minister and the
Japanese Consul with their staffs in Dublin. The time has now come
when these measures must be strengthened, and the restrictions on
travel to Ireland announced in the Press yesterday are the first step
in the policy designed to isolate Great Britain from Southern Ireland
and also to isolate Southern Ireland from the outer world, during
the critical period which is now approaching.

I need scarcely say how painful it is to us to take such measures in
view of the large numbers of Irishmen who are fighting so bravely
in our armed forces and the many deeds of personal heroism by which
they have kept alive the martial honour of the Irish race. No one, I
think, can reproach us with precipitancy. No nation in the world
would have been so patient. In view however of the fact that both
British and British Dominion lives and the lives of the soldiers of our
Allies are imperilled, we are bound to do our utmost to obtain effective
security for the forthcoming operations.

There is also the future to consider. If a catastrophe were to occur
to the Allied armies which could be traced to the retention of the
German and Japanese representatives in Dublin, a gulf would be
opened between Great Britain on the one hand and Southern Ireland
on the other which even generations could not bridge. His Majesty's
Government would also be held accountable by the people of the United
States if it could be shown that we had in any way failed to do every-
thing in our power to safeguard their troops.

Asked whether the retention of Axis agents in Dublin was consistent with membership
of the British Commonwealth of Nations, the Prime Minister replied:

The whole question of the position of Southern Ireland is anomalous
from various points of view, and I can conceive that high legal
authorities might have very great difficulty in defining the exact
relationship which prevails. At any rate, I shall not attempt to do so
at the end of Questions.